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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Regulatory Guidance 
 
The Initial Study as prepared in accordance with CEQA, Public Resources Code 21000 et. Seq., 
and the State CEQA Guidelines, Title 14 California Code of Regulations (CCR) 15000 et. Seq.  
An Initial Study is prepared by a lead agency to determine if a project may have a significant 
effect on the environment.  The Initial Study relies on expert opinion based on facts, technical 
studies, or other substantial evidence to document its findings. 
 
In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines 15064(a), an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
must be prepared if there is substantial evidence that a project may have a significant effect on 
the environment.  A Negative Declaration is prepared if the agency finds that a proposed project 
would not have a significant effect on the environment, and if the lead agency prepared a written 
statement supporting that finding.  A Mitigated Negative Declaration shall be prepared with the 
Initial Study identifies potentially significant effects, but revision made the project and agreed to 
by the project applicant would avoid or mitigate the effects of the project. 
 

1.2 Lead Agency 
 
The lead agency is the public agency with primary responsibility over the proposed project.  In 
accordance with State CEQA Guidelines 15051 (b)(1), “the lead agency will normally be the 
agency with general governmental powers, such as a city or county, rather than an agency with a 
single or limited purpose.”  The lead agency for the proposed project is the City of Kerman. 
 
 

1.3 Project Objective 
 
The proposed project consists of the widening of Vineland Avenue, from Kearney Boulevard to 
700 feet north, to the ultimate width for a City of Kerman standard collector street (84 foot right-
of-way; 64 feet from curb to curb).  A Location Map and Vicinity Map for the project are 
provided in Appendix A as Exhibit 1 and 2, respectively.  The widening will consist of the 
construction of an 8 foot parking lane and 5 foot bike lane in each direction.  The proposed 
project will also include the construction of concrete curb & gutter, concrete sidewalk, and 
concrete improvements at the intersection of Vineland Avenue and Kearney Boulevard.  Storm 
drain facilities will be installed to serve the widened roadway. Right of way acquisition will be 
required from the property along the west side of Vineland Avenue within the project limits.  
 
 

1.4 Summary of Findings 
 
This Negative Declaration includes the Initial Study and Environmental Checklist that identifies 
potential environmental impacts and a discussion of each impact that would result from 
implementation of the proposed project.  Based on the Initial Study, Environmental Checklist 
and the supporting environmental analysis provided in this document, development of the 
proposed project would result in the following impacts: 
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- No Impact: Aesthetics, Agriculture and Forestry Resources, Biological Resources, 

Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and 
Planning, Mineral Resources, Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, 
Transportation/Traffic, Utilities and Services Systems, and Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 
- Less than Significant Impacts: Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and 

Hazardous Materials, and Noise 
 
In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines 15070, a Negative Declaration may be prepared if 
the proposed project will not have a significant effect on the environment.  There is no 
substantial evidence that the proposed project would have a significant effect on the environment 
based on the available project information and the environmental analysis presented in this 
document.  Therefore, a Negative Declaration is proposed to be adopted in accordance with 
CEQA Guidelines.   
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2. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 

2.1 Site-Specific Environmental Setting 
 
The project is located along Vineland Avenue, from Kearney Boulevard to 700 feet north, in the 
City of Kerman, within the County of Fresno, in the San Joaquin Valley. 
 
The topography of the project limits is characterized by relatively flat terrain, typical of the City 
and the San Joaquin Valley. Existing plant life surrounding the project consists primarily of 
residential landscape planting, including trees, shrubs, and turf grass lawns.  Due to development 
of the area, there is no suitable habitat for native plant or animal species.  
 
The area climate is Mediterranean which is characterized by hot dry summers and mild winters. 
It is not uncommon for maximum temperatures to exceed 100 degrees during the summer 
months.  The rainy season generally extends from November through April. Average annual 
precipitation is approximately 11.5 inches.  
 
The area soils are generally composed of Hesperia Sandy Loam (43 inches of Sandy Loan 
followed by Silt), according the Soil survey of Eastern Fresno County, prepared by the Soil 
Conservation Service, Department of Agriculture. These soils are well drained and are formed 
from granitic alluvium. 
 
The City of Kerman is located within the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin, which currently does not 
meet Ozone and Particulate Matter National and State Ambient Air Quality Standards.  The City 
is under the jurisdiction of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD).  
 
 

2.2 Land Use 
 
The City supports a variety of land uses including residential, commercial, industrial, and 
agricultural uses.  
 
The project will be located within City public street right-of-way and is surrounded by single 
family residential land use, see Exhibit 3 and 7 in Appendix A. 
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3. PROJECT INFORMATION 
 

3.1 Background 
 
The segment of Vineland Avenue from Kearney Boulevard to 700 feet north has been improved 
with a landscaped median and center travel lanes.  However, the street has not been improved to 
its ultimate width, which will include an 8 foot parking lane and 5 foot bike lane in each 
direction.  The contiguous segments of Vineland Avenue to the north and south of the proposed 
project have already been improved to the ultimate width for the collector street designation. 
 
The proposed project is included in the City’s Five-Year Capital Improvement Program and the 
City has received Federal funding through the Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) 
for the project.  The proposed project will result in a street width contiguous with the segments 
of Vineland Avenue to the north and south of the project.  
 

3.2 Location 
 
The proposed project is located in the City of Kerman, County of Fresno, California. The project 
is located along Vineland Avenue from Kearney Boulevard to 700 feet north of Kearney 
Boulevard, as shown on the  Vicinity Map included as Exhibit 2 in Appendix A. 
 
 

3.3 Project Description 
 
The proposed project consists of the widening of Vineland Avenue, from Kearney Boulevard to 
700 feet north, to the ultimate width for a City of Kerman standard collector street (84 foot right-
of-way; 64 feet from curb to curb).  A Location Map and Vicinity Map for the project are 
provided in Appendix A as Exhibit 1 and 2, respectively.  The widening will consist of the 
construction of an 8 foot parking lane and 5 foot bike lane in each direction.   The proposed 
project will also include the construction of concrete curb & gutter, concrete sidewalk, and 
concrete improvements at the intersection of Vineland Avenue and Kearney Boulevard.  Storm 
drain facilities will be installed to serve the widened roadway.  
 
Right of way acquisition will be required from the property along the west side of Vineland 
Avenue within the project limits.  The property from which right-of-way is to be acquired is 
currently developed with a single family residence.  The right-of-way will not affect the 
residence or require relocation of any private improvements.  The right-of-way acquisition will 
require the removal of three residential type trees.  
 
 

3.4 Proposed Project Schedule 
 

Construction on the proposed project is scheduled to begin in Summer of 2015. 
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4. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
Based on the initial findings and conclusion of the environmental checklist, provided in the 
attachments, it is concluded that implementation of the proposed project will not have a 
significant effect on the environment.  The City will be preparing a Negative Declaration for the 
Vineland Avenue Widening Project. 
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 
 

5.1 Public Review 
 
In accordance with CEQA Guidelines, the Proposed Negative Declaration for the Vineland 
Avenue Widening Project was submitted to the California State Clearinghouse (SCH) for a thirty 
(30) day public review commencing on April 16, 2014 and ending on May 15, 2014.  The SCH 
No. assigned to the Proposed Negative Declaration is 2014041062.  A Notice of Intent (NOI) to 
Adopt a Negative Declaration was filed with the Fresno County Clerk’s Office on April 16, 2014 
and published in the Kerman News on April 23, 2014.   
 
The public review period for the Proposed Negative Declaration was conducted in accordance 
with CEQA Guidelines 15072 and 15073.   
 

5.2 Comments and Responses to Comments 
 
The following is a list of comment letters received, and any required response.  Copies of the full 
comment letters and responses, if required, are included in Appendix F. 
 

1. Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe (SRRTYT), dated April 22, 2014 
 

Comment(s): Due to the proximity of the project to known cultural resources and known 
past habitation of the area, there is the potential for encountering cultural 
resources within the project area.  SRRTYT recommends Cultural 
Monitoring throughout the project, with a minimum requirement of a 
Cultural Presentation to construction crews prior to commencement of 
construction. 

 
Response(s): The City will arrange for an on-site Cultural Presentation to be conducted 

with the awarded contractor prior to the start of any construction.  The 
City will also consult with SRRTYT regarding other Cultural Monitoring 
requirements prior to and during construction. 

 
5.3 Environmental Determination 

 
The Final Negative Declaration, comments, and responses to comments were presented to the 
Kerman City Council on June 4, 2014.  Based on the Final Negative Declaration and other 
information presented, the City Council found the following: 
 

1. The City Council finds that it has independently reviewed the Final Negative Declaration 
(SCH No. 2014041062) and any comments received during the public review process and 
exercised the Council’s independent judgment in considering the Final Negative 
Declaration, and 

2. The City Council finds, on the basis of the whole record before it that there is no 
substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment and 
the Final Negative Declaration reflects the Council’s independent judgment and analysis 
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and the Council hereby approves the Final Negative Declaration (SCH No. 2014041062) 
with all recommendations presented by Staff and designates the Planning Department and 
the Planning Director as the location and custodian of the documents which constitute the 
record of proceedings upon which the Council’s decision is based. 

3. The City Clerk and other City Staff are hereby authorized and directed to take all 
necessary actions required under CEQA and other applicable law to file a Notice of 
Determination with the State Clearinghouse and Fresno County Clerk's office. 

 
 





































































































































APPENDIX F – Comments and Responses to Comments 
 
 




