
Benchmarking 
Your Business

This program is funded by California utility customers 
and administered by PG&E under the auspices of 

the California Public Utilities Commission.

WHAT ARE BENCHMARKS?
Energy benchmarks are energy comparisons of buildings 
with similar size, occupancy type, and location. Comparisons 
with similar buildings generally give a more apples-to-apples 
comparison and make it easier for clients and building 
owners to understand the true efficiency of their building. 
Merely looking at energy consumption data does not tell you 
if you could be doing better because there are far too many 
variables to accurately compare.

WITHIN BUILDINGS
Benchmarking can also provide clients and building owners 
with information on how energy usage is distributed within 
their building. It can be a key step in helping to identify 
opportunities for reducing energy usage and saving money 
on their utility bill. The most common metric used in energy 
benchmarking is the annual consumption divided by the 
square footage of the building. This is called the buildings 
energy use intensity (EUI).

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS
Benefits from benchmarking includes better energy 
management, assessing building performance compared 
to similar building types, and identifying areas in need of 
improvement, such as lighting, HVAC, etc.

INCLUDED IN BENCHMARK AUDITS
The Preliminary Energy-Use Analysis (Benchmarking Report) 
consists of a benchmark peer group comparison of energy 
performance, a listing of high level energy conservation 
measures, and a review of the building utility and other 
operating data, if available. These items are provided with 
little (and often no) contact with site 
operating personnel.
 
The purpose of the report is to benchmark the energy 
consumption of the building and identify some of the 
prominent areas of energy inefficiency – listing these as areas 
for further study. While it may or may not be enough to reach 
a decision on whether to implement the listed measures, this 
level of detail is an effective method to assess the potential 
need for an ASHRAE Level 1 audit.

INFORMATION YOU PROVIDE
In addition to a potential 5 minute telephone 
conversation, we’ll just need the following 
from your company:

• Site address
• Square footage of the building
• Hours of operation/number of employees 

per shift & general shift schedule
• Building category (i.e. small office 

building, retail, warehouse, restaurant, etc)
• Areas of interest in interior or exterior 

lighting, HVAC, water conservation, etc.
• 13 months of utility data (gas and electric, 

including interval data)

To qualify, your building must be located within the 
PG&E service territory.



About Our Partners

The Central Valley Energy Tune-up program was developed over 

the past several years as a collaboration between the City of Fresno 

and PG&E to provide services not included in traditional energy 

efficiency programs within California as a way to improve the regional 

economy through reducing costs for energy. This program was 

designed to complement residential rebate programs including, but 

not limited to, Energy Upgrade California, and commercial rebate 

and financing programs such as PG&E’s On-Bill Financing Program 

and commercial PACE financing programs developed by various 

public/private partnerships.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, incorporated in California in 1905, 

is one of the largest combination natural gas and electric utilities in 

the United States. Based in San Francisco, the company is a subsidiary 

of PG&E Corporation. The company provides natural gas and electric 

service to approximately 16 million people throughout a 70,000

square-mile service area in Northern and Central California. 

Like the other utilities in the state, PG&E is regulated by the 

California Public Utilities Commission, which was created by 

the California State Legislature in 1911.

The Fresno County Economic Development Corporation (EDC) 

is a nonprofit organization established to market Fresno County 

as the premier location for business prosperity. Striving to facilitate 

site selection for new businesses within the county, the Fresno 

County EDC also assists in the retention and expansion of 

businesses that are already located in the area.


